From maintaining L/FE ... to its massive DESTRUCTION ...

even DEATH... “WATER PREVAILS.”

With climate change, “WASHINGTON” has two WATER problems...
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‘Did [last December’s] record rainfall end Washington’s drought?’

The above titled article appeared in our state’s Dept. of Ecology news release, dated 1/6/26. Quoted excerpts
taken from this article consist of the following:

“l ow snowpack in many Washington river basins means drought remains on the table for 2026. The
December weather drama leaves us with an obvious question: All of that precipitation did a whole lot of
damage. For Washington’s water supplies, there is no substitute for snow. We rely on a thick snowpack to
build up over winter, and then gradually melt in spring and summer, feeding rivers and refilling aquifers.

To repeat ourselves, there is no substitute for snow.” (Comment from the compiling source of this 2026 state legislative
advisory paper... “Continuing to HOPE FOR SUBSTANTIAL ANNUAL SNOWFALL during times of climate change remains a risky bet. ”).
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Sadly... Washington remains behind the curve when faced with
obvious changes being brought about by CL/IMATE CHANGE.

Consider the following authoritative sourcing statements and facts:

More than TEN YEARS AGO... these archived, quoted, findings were revealed in an extensive Tacoma News
Tribune newspaper article titled... ‘Area climate projections coming true, more ahead’ — dated 12/3/2015.

e “Because higher temperatures are projected to hasten snowmelt and make more of the region’s
precipitation fall as rain, water systems that depend on melting snow to fill watersheds they draw from
could be forced to turn more to the prospect of increasing reservoir use.”

e “_..we’re not going to run out of water. We're just going to have to build systems that kind of replace
a snowpack.”

e “Tacoma Public Utilities spokeswoman Nora Doyle stated: ‘Storage is an important issue, especially if
we regularly see warmer, drier summers and autumns with less snow and rain, or if we see
considerable [population] growth in the region.”

e “Joel Baker, Science Director at the Center for Urban Waters stated: ‘The study shows climate change
is bringing a fundamental shift to the way the Pacific Northwest system works and will require many
[water] adaptations.””

(Our state’s population has grown by a million plus in 10-years.)

NOW... let’s fast forward TEN YEARS to right now... citing more recent, quoted, pertinent, statements from
The Seattle Times newspaper article titled: ‘This week’s atmospheric river could be among longest on record’
— dated 12/10/2025.

e “Asthe planet warms, we may actually see fewer atmospheric rivers, but when they do happen,
they’re likely to be more extreme, said Shel Winkley, a meteorologist with Climate Central.”

e “According to a 2018 NASA Report, climate change is projected to make atmospheric rivers 25% wider
and longer, effectively doubling the amount of wind and rain they deliver when they hit land. A
warmer atmosphere can hold more moisture. For every 1 degree Fahrenheit of warming, the
atmosphere can hold 4% more moisture. Meanwhile, as ocean waters warm, they are releasing more
water into the atmosphere via evaporation.”

e “Caroline Mellor, our state’s Dept. of Ecology’s drought coordinator, stated the following when talking
about precipitation ...”because it’s falling as rain, we can’t capture as much as we’d like. And as the
atmosphere warms more, the Pacific Northwest is increasingly expecting to see more of its
precipitation [appear] as RAINFALL rather than SNOW."”

For decades we’ve concurred with growing concerns over CLIMATE CHANGE --- its vast
increases in glacier-melt --- reduced snowpack --- increased flooding and drought events.
Our state must begin employing NEW METHODS in order to more efficiently capture
higher-elevation (gravitational) rainwater flows as they occur. We must plan for climate
change by constructing more (site-specific) reservoirs and underground capture basins -
both large and small, and more locally-based - while simultaneously adopting the
increased use of aquifer storage and recovery wells.

“Washington State Ground Water Association” (P.0O. Box 813 — Burlington, WA 98233) 2026 Legislative Position Paper & Fact Sheet.
Glen Smith, Government Affairs Coordinator, (206) 910-5050

~ ~ Eight decades of knowledgeable, statewide, groundwater dedication ~ ~



